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Yaiue and Direction
' Soviet foredgn trade turnover {exports plus imports) is estimated

to have reached $5,250 million in 1957, & 13 percent incresse over
1556 and 2.5 times the 1950 volume.

Trade vith the Bloc between 1950 and 1950 secounted for T6 to 82
percent of total Soviet trade, but In 1957 the Bloc's share sppesrs to
have been refduced o 71 percent. Chine, the sSoviel Zone of Germeny,
Caechoslovakia, and Poland are the USSR's leasding trading partuers
and normally accoumt for about 75 percent of Soviet fwrade with the
Bloc (about 55 pereent of total Soviet trade). Between 1950 and 1957
China was the YSER's leading trading partner, aceounting for shout 25
percent of the Soviet Unilon's trede with the Bloc and about 20 per-
cent of its total tralde; in 1557 the Soviet Zone of Jermeny eppears
t0 have taken over China’s position.

The UBER's trede with the Free World hsa been expanding at s
rapid rate, particularly siace 1953. Soviet trade with the Free
World has incressed by 300 percent sinoe 1950 az spainst an incresse
of 120 percent 1n its trade with the Bloc and 150 perceat ineresse in
its total trade twmover. Approximabtely T5 percent of Joviet trade
with the Free World is with industrial countries, principelly in
Westarn Rurope. Altbough Soviet trede with the underdeveloped oress
hes Increscel repidly over the past several years th;se areas comtinue
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Yo take wp roughly the same share of Soviet~Free World trade (20 pez-
eeat in 1957, 26 percent in 1956, and 25 percemt in 1955).

Baw meterials (inclumding fuels) heve long dominsted Soviet
exports, and in 1950 they comprised 66 percent of total exports,
{($2.5 pil1ion¥). OFf these, ferrous and nonferrous wetals gemerslly
ocowpy the largest share while raw cotton also bulks large in Soviet
rew saterisls exports. Petroleus snd petrolsum profucts exports,
although sscounting only for 7.1 percent, ($260 miilion) mevertheles:
bave been incressing thelr shere steadily sinee 1950.

have become significant export ftems in the postwar yeors, and their
share in Soviet exports hes usually coeupled about 20 percent,

Gruin, awmwimmmmmm, has been de-
Lining in importance in the postwar yeare. In 1956 it sceounted
for T percent of total exports ($260 millien) as sgainst 15.9 perceat
($332 afllion) in 1950. The share of consumer goods has also decressed
== 7.3 percent in 1956 @s against 1k percent in 1950 -- although in
absolute terms the level has remained the saue.

The Btk of Soviet exports to the European 3abellites conasists

of raw materials snd foodstuffs, while s lmrge part of Soviet exports
to Commmist China is mafe uwp of industrial egquipsent and complete
pPlents,

¥ AlL absolube mmounts are estimatod.
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Ruw materisls also make up & large part of Soviet imporis,
acecunting for sbout 55 percent of Soviel imports {$2 vriliion) in
1956. ‘e is normally & net exporter in this cmiegory. The
raw material imports are generally not dominated by say particular
item, mithough ferrous and nonferrous metals snd textile raw meterials
(other than cotton) sre relatively lmportaat.

Machinery and eguipment (inelvding motor vehicles aud ships)
Wmmtfw%msﬁmtﬁmmmmﬁm
sSoviet Undon is a net importer in this eatepgory both with the Bloc
and with the world as a whole.

Consumer goods usually eccount for 15 to 20 percent of total
Soviet imports and were valued at approximstely $500 million in 1956.

Approximately half of Soviet imports from the Hloc are row materials
ineluding fuels; consumer goods secount for sbout ome-Iifth and
machinery sod equipment gemerally sccownl for ome-fourth to one~third.
Chine's exports to the USSR sre princigslly agricultural products,
foodstufls, and nonferrcus meisis.
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Teble 1

Estimated Forelgn Trade Twrmover of the USSR
for Selected Years

sillions of current SUB

95h 1955 18 1957w
m%mt Value £ ?“almf%mt Talue Percent vVaiue Perceat
Totai®s 32250 00 6,250 100 6,529 wWe 7,02 00 6,250 00
Sino-dovietd
Bloc 2,636 81 k,900 S 5,183 79 5,k0h % 5,00 T1
Free Worlawe 61k 13 1,30 22 1,376 21 1,878 2 2,430 9
# Preliming v eabimates.

##Doea not imclude gold sales. These heve been estimated as follows (in militons of

survent $ US):

153 1%
195k 23
1955 °
1956 150
1957 263
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Teble 2

Soviet Irade with the Bloe
for 3elected Yemrs

wdllions of curvesmt 3 US

gy el o Sl e o
Total 2636.0  100.¢ 5153.0  100.0 S5404.0  100.0 5620.0  100.0
Albmnia 15.5 5 20.6 oo 26.3 5 as -
Bulgaria 166.8 6.3 2h2.8 8.8  253.0 57 =na -
Bangary 210.3 #.0 261.8 5.3  2%7.5 L6 6.0 3.9
Soviet Zone 385.8 13.1 985.0 19.2 1197.5 2.2 1525.0 26.2
Poland 451.5 7.1 718.5 1.0  6h0.5 1.8 6713.1 1.6
Rumanie 253.3 9.6 L7135 9.3  UhT.3 8.3 na -
Caechoslovekia b22.0 .0 2.5 bk 0.3 5.3 93e.2 16.0
Chins 576.5 2.9 139108 27.1 1497.3 27.7 1290.0 .2
Outer Moagolis 082.5 3. 175.5 3.4  157.6 2.9 na -
Borth Fores = 112.5 .3 126.6 2.5  159.3 2.9 Ea -
Forth Vietnsn - - .3 - 307 1 ne -

* Prelimirmry estimates,
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Taisle 3

Soviet Trade vith Underdeveloped Arean®
for Selected Yessrs

aillion of current $ US
1954 e 5] IB6 295w

Barope 23.4 58,8 152.7 133.6
Middle East and Afvice 8h.7 99.5 07.5 0.5
South and South Zast Asia 13.0 21.6 8%.5  12h.0
tatin Aserics 90 _15.2 66.7 _110.0

Total 215.1 208,1 Wk 678.1

underdeveloped countries inciuded are: lceland, Dortugal, apain, M
Tagoslavia in Burape; Egypt, Ghema, Creece, Iran, Irsq, Israel, Jorden,
dsdhanon, Foroceo, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, mm mmmemtm
Africa; Burmm, Onacbodlia, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Laos, Haleys, Paidatan,
m Pailippines, Thailand, and Vietnan In South and Southeast Asis; and

J,'-,"",i‘ M; mﬂ.lﬁ; Wi&, m’ m; W‘Q’ 1’%31"&1, W’
Yenezuels In Latin Aserics.
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Table &

USER Trade Turuover with Selected Free Horld Coumiries
for Selected Years

milions of current § Us

tted 135.6 158,27  264.& 0.9 2.0
Finland 88.5  229.8 20h.9 2581 31u.0%
West Geruany 2 38,8 62.6 1.k 186.7
France 7.5 .7 85.3 10h.7  11p.9
Tugoslavia - 2.5 2.4 12,7 109.5%
¥ Preliminery eotimates. -
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